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Agenda 

• Case history and epidemiology 
• Control measures, application of EU rules 
• Compartments – in theory 
• Compartments – in practice 

 



Link to Reports 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reports-
relating-to-recent-cases-of-avian-influenza-bird-flu 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reports-relating-to-recent-cases-of-avian-influenza-bird-flu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reports-relating-to-recent-cases-of-avian-influenza-bird-flu




Case History 

• H5N8 HPAI confirmed 16 November 2014 
• Duck breeding flock, part of integrated breeding and 

growing operation with 43 associated flocks 
• Most likely source = indirect contact with wild birds 
• Exhaustive investigations did not identify any other 

infected flocks 





Extent of Tracing Investigations 



Compartments - OIE 

• “compartmentalisation is a procedure that may be 
implemented by a country to define and manage animal 
subpopulations of distinct health status within its territory, 
in accordance with the recommendations in the 
terrestrial code for the purpose of disease control 
and/or international trade” 
 



EU Directive 2005/94 

• poultry compartment’ or ‘other captive birds 
compartment’ means a holding or holdings under a 
common biosecurity management system containing a 
poultry or other captive birds sub-population with a 
distinct health status with respect to avian influenza 
subjected to appropriate surveillance, control and 
biosecurity measures; 



COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 
16/2009 of 13 July 2009 

…implementing Council Directive 2005/94/EC as regards 
the approval of poultry compartments and other captive 
birds compartments with respect to avian influenza and 
additional preventive biosecurity measures in such 
compartments 
• The Poultry Compartments Order 2010  
• The Poultry Compartments (Fees) Order  

 
 



Compartment history in UK 

• Industry highly motivated due to economic impact of 
outbreaks 2006 - 2008 

• Breeding companies began discussions 2008 
• Scheme details finalised in 2009 
• First premises approved in 2010 
• One primary breeder approved but another is well 

advanced and there is wider interest 
 



ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS 

• RULES -    providing importing Third Countries with the 
detail that they will need 

 
• INSPECTORATE -  independent of the industry, and a 

reputation that can be trusted 
 
• STATE AUTHORITY -  supervised and audited by official 

authorities in order to obtain recognition by Authorities in 
other States 

 
 



UK COMPARTMENT 
SCHEME 

OIE Code 
Chapters 
4.3 & 4.4 

EU 
Regulation 
616/2009 

UK  guidance 
& 
enforcement 

Rules Inspection State 
Authority 

OIE Code 
Chapters 
4.3 & 4.4 



RULES and DOCUMENTS 

• Summary of Rules - prospectus 
• SCHEDULES give detail based on 

HACCP 
• CHECKLISTS for use of inspectors  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/application-for-approval-or-re-inspection-
as-a-poultry-compartment-free-from-avian-
influenza-and-newcastle-disease 



APPLICATION FORM 



Company Protocols 

• Compartment Manager must write company protocols 
which comply with the Schedules 

• Company must write management protocols ‘in 
partnership with the veterinary authority’ 

• Company needs guidance from the authority about what 
the protocols must contain 

• Schedules provide companies with guidance about the 
minimum requirements 



BIOSECURE ZONE 

• The biosecure zone principle is paramount 
• Defined as the parts of the premises where people can 

go only after the full body shower and change of clothing 
• And vehicles may not enter unless they have undergone 

decontamination of wheels and wheel arches 
• Control everything that enters biosecure zone 
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Hygiene 
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Wash 
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Zones and Compartments 

• Both refer to animal sub-populations which are 
effectively isolated from the populations in the country as 
a whole 

• In a Zone the sub-population is isolated by geographical 
features and official control measures 

• In a Compartment the sub-population is isolated by 
management and husbandry practices 

• OIE Terrestrial Code articles 4.3.1. and 5.3.7. 



Potential Benefits of Compartments 

• Reinforces general biosecurity for the company 
• Potential to export if a country loses free status and 

regionalisation won’t work 
• IF agreements are in place and disease is localised then 

should be able to resume exports within one incubation 
period 



Risks 

• Needs significant investment by industry with uncertain 
payback. 

• Importing countries want to see the system working 
before considering acceptance. 

• For a well controlled outbreak, minimal benefits for EU 
trade. 



Actual Benefits for the Yorkshire case 

• UK recovered OIE free status for HPAI 15 May 2015 
• Minimal impact beyond the 10km SZ on EU trade  
• One non-EU country accepted a consignment of 

breeding poultry from a compartment January 2015 
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