
1 
 

 
 

Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health  
(Alphabetized—order nonsignificant) 

 
 
Ms. Stacey M. Evans  
 Animal Welfare Organizations Representative  
 Maryland/Washington, DC 
 Attorney; legislative advisor; expertise in animal welfare matters  
 Vice Chair, American Bar Association Animal Law Committee 
 Past Chair, Animal Law Section, Maryland State Bar Association 
 Animal Welfare Act and Project Coyote 

 
 
Dr. John R. Fischer 
 Wildlife Veterinarian Representative  
 Georgia  
 Professor and Academic Director Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 

Disease Study and Department of Population Health; University of Georgia 
at Athens  

 Expertise in assessing and managing risks in wildlife disease and foreign 
and emerging animal disease preparedness 

 Nominations from Executive Director Association of Fish Wildlife Agencies 
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

 
 
Dr. Wayne R. Freese  
 Swine Producers and Producer Groups Representative  
 Minnesota  
 Veterinarian; swine preventative health medicine and biologics;  consultant 

to laboratories on vaccine production and diagnostics for livestock  
 Advisor to The Leman Chair at the University of Minnesota on advancement 

of swine disease control and better production techniques for swine  
 Family grain (corn, soybeans) and swine production  
 

Mr. Adam D. Hater 
  Aquatic Animal Producers and Producer Groups Representative  
 General Manager, Jones Fish Hatcheries and Distributors, Inc., Ohio 
 Secretary, Aquatic Animal Health Advisory Committee, Ohio Department of 

Agriculture 
 Secretary, National Aquaculture Association  
 Nominated by National Aquaculture Association 
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Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health    (continued) 

 
Dr. Donald E. Hoenig  
 Veterinarians and Veterinarian Professional Organizations Representative  
 Maine  
 Former Maine State Veterinarian; Congressional Fellow from American 

Veterinarian Medical Association  
 US Animal Health Association; Maine Aquaculture Association; Eastern 

Aquaculture Association; American Veterinary Medical Association 
 Former term member and Chair of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on 

Animal Health 
 
Dr. Annette B. Jones    
 State Animal Health Officials Representative (Western States) 
 California  
 State Veterinarian and Director Animal Health and Food Safety Services 

of the California Department of Food and Agriculture  
 California’s state veterinary authority on livestock and poultry production 

and processing 
 Nominated by President USAHA; affiliated with Association of Food and 

Drug Officials; American Veterinary Medical Association; US Animal 
Health Association (Treasurer, Executive Board of Directors); National 
Institute for Animal Agriculture, Chair and Executive Board of Directors 

 
 
Dr. Karen R. Jordan   
 Veterinarians and Veterinarian Professional Organizations Representative  
 North Carolina  
 Brush Creek Swiss Farms and Large Animal Veterinary Services, Owner 

Manager  
 Veterinary preventative and diagnostic medicine; dairy cattle care and 

welfare 
 

 
Ms. Mary Ann Kniebel  
 Livestock Producers and Producer Groups Representative 
 Kansas  
 Rancher/Feedlot Nutritionist 
 Kansas Agricultural and Rural Leadership; Kansas Department of 

Agriculture Animal Health Division; Vice-Chair Stock Growers Committee 
for Kansas Livestock Association; Animal Health Committee National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association 

 Nominated by Senator Jerry Moran and Kansas  
Governor Sam Brownback  
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Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health    (continued) 

Ms. Judith I. McGeary  
 Livestock Producers and Producer Groups Representative  
 Texas 
 Attorney Agricultural Law, Sustainable Farmer (lamb, poultry, cattle 

horses)  
 Public policy, agricultural advocacy 
 Farm and Ranch Freedom Ranch Alliance, Inc. representing interests of 

independent farmers, ranchers and consumers 
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

 
Dr. David L. Meeker  
 Livestock Marketing and Processing Groups Representative  
 Virginia  
 Senior Vice President Scientific Services National Renderers Association  
 Experience as pork and poultry advisor  
 Scientific Advisory Panel to the World Renderers Organization; Current  

President US Animal Health Association; former Board member American 
Society of Animal Science  

 Board Director National Institute for Animal Agriculture 
Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

Dr. Edmund Orok-Edem  
 Veterinarians and Veterinarian Professional Organizations Representative  
 New York  
 Public Health Veterinarian  
 American Association for Public Health Veterinarians 
 Experience in emerging, zoonotic, and transboundary diseases field 
 International experience; licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the 

United Kingdom, New Zealand, Hong Kong, and Africa   

 
Dr. Boyd H. Parr  
 State Animal Health Official Representative (Eastern States) 
 South Carolina 
 South Carolina State Veterinarian, Director Clemson University Livestock 

Poultry Health, Columbia, SC  
 Adjunct Professor Animal and Veterinary Sciences, Clemson University  
 Nominated by President American Farm Bureau; Clemson University 

President; South Carolina Poultry Federation; South Carolina Cattlemen’s 
Association; SC Association of Veterinarians; Former term member of 
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 
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Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health    (continued) 

 
Dr. Willie M. Reed  
 Poultry Producers and National Laboratory Professionals Representative 
 Indiana 
 Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine Purdue University 
 Implementation of National Animal Health Laboratory Network  
 Vice Chair, USDA National Animal Health Lab Network Steering 

Committee; Past President American Association of Avian Pathologists; 
Past President of the American Association of  Veterinary Laboratory 
Diagnosticians (AAVLD), Past President of the Association of American 
Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC)  

 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal 
Health  

 
Dr. G. Donald Ritter 
 Poultry Producers and Poultry Producer Group Representative 
 Maryland  
 Veterinarian and Director of Health Services 
 Poultry health and welfare, technical and regulatory issues affecting 

poultry industry. Active with Delmarva Poultry Industry (Chair Poultry 
Health); American Association of Avian Pathologists; Member at large of 
General Conference Committee (National Poultry Improvement Plan  

 Nominated by National Chicken Council  
 

 
Dr. David R. Smith 
 Special Government Employee; expert in epidemiology and preventative 

veterinary medicine  
 Mississippi   
 Hall-Davis Endowed Professor and Beef Program Leader, College of 

Veterinary Medicine, Mississippi State University  
 Diplomate American College of Veterinary Preventative Medicine; 

Diplomate Epidemiology Specialty 
 Widely published and extensive research grants and awards.  
 

 
Mr. Gilles Stockton   
 Cattle and cattle producer organizations representative  
 Montana  
 Ranch operator and farmer  
 Economic development expert; livestock marketing and trade  
 Breeding, livestock health and nutrition  
 Trade experience with USAID and FAO 
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 
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Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health    (continued) 

 
Mr. R. Scott Stuart   
 Livestock and livestock industry producer groups representative  
 Colorado  
 President and CEO of National Livestock Producers Association  
 Member National Cattlemen’s Beef Association; US Animal Health 

Association (Director); Member National Institute for Animal Agriculture; 
Livestock Conservation Institute (Director) 

 Self-nominated  
 
 
Mr. Brian D. Thomas  
 Cattle producers and cattle producer organizations representative  
 Nevada 
 Pure bred and commercial Black Angus Producer; Duck Valley Reservation 
 Indian Nations Conservation Alliance; animal identification advocate 
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

 
 
Dr. Elizabeth K. Wagstrom  
 Swine producers and swine producer organizations representative  
 Minnesota  
 Chief Veterinarian National Pork Producers Council  
 Board certified American College of Veterinary Preventative Medicine 
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

and nominated by American Association of Swine Veterinarians  
 

Dr. Cindy B. Wolf  
 Sheep producers and sheep producer organizations representative  
 Minnesota 
 Assistant Professor College of Veterinary Medicine University of Minnesota  
 Served Animal Health Committee of the American Sheep Industry 

Association; National Institute for Animal Agriculture; American Association 
of Small Ruminant Practitioners; USAHA; National Institute for Animal 
Agriculture  

 Sheep and Cattle farmer and nationally renowned small ruminant specialist  
 Former term member of Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health 

 
 


