
fidzlity in &s\i ZzaiL:.r;d g ~ k ( > >  Such j ~ u d i < j31;-nor po~s lh ls  ~ ~ i t h -  88040 -Gi l l i  P ~ n t z n a l ,  F lo r i anopo l i i ,  S C ,  Braz i l ;  t - f i~d. i l .  
out a permmsnt nsrkln,o s s t z m  (i-.s..toz clipping. PIT t a ~ z i n g j  
and long-tzrm study iri.';olving diifzrenr reisarchers ( H x s  and Cree 
2005 1\;e\c. Zealand J.  Ecol. 29: 137-142). Dsspite the e ~ t r e l ~ i t  
longe\.it);. of Zealznd p?ckos, rnors than 80% aais considered 
thrsarznzd or have e ' D r i i ~d e f i i i z ~ t '  rznhiig due to a sczrcity of 
records (36143 or 83% of specits; Hitchnough and Bull [ ~ o m p i l -  
el-s], in press.Threat*ned Spec~zs  Occajional Publication, Depart- 
ment of Conssrvation, hh-ellington. S e w  Zealand). Ths vulnerabilitk 
of New Zealand geckos to introduced predators and habitat loss: ,
couplzd u:irh thzir l o ~ c  annual rzproductive output (12 offspring1 
femalelyr; Cree. op. cir.) limit their ability to persist in human- 
altered lsnd:cape:, and highlight the prezsing need for on going 
and effectivz conszrvarion m a n  g ;i emznt. 
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KENTROPYS  STRIATA (Striped Kentropyx). J U V E N I L E  
PKEDKl'ION. Kentropy.~ strintn is a common lizard in northern 
Brazil (~vila- ires 1995. Lizards of Brazilian Amazonian (Reptilia: 
Squamata) .  Zoologische Verhandelinger 299: l -706) .  Few 
predators of K. str i~i tahave been identified ( ~ v i l a - ~ i r e s ,  op. cit.). 
Here I describe an observation of Great Kiskadee (Pitling~is 
s ~ ~ l p h ~ ~ r ~ i t ~ ~ s )predation on a juvenile K strintn from northern Brazil. 
At 1150 h on 25 September 2001, l  observed ajuvenile (ca. 10 cm 
SVL) K striatcr running in the backyard of a house in the village 
of Alter do Chiio near the Tapaj6s River, Santarein, ParB State 
(2"301S, 54"57'W, datum: WGS 84; elevation 50 m). Patches of 
savannah within Amazon forest vegetation characterized this 
region. A P. s ~ i l p h ~ ~ r l i t ~ r smade an initial unsuccessful attempt to 
catch the l izxd as it ran; it escaped into a pile of bricks. However, 
the bird caught the lizard on a second pass after pausing on a branch 
near the lizard's refuge for ca. 30 sec. After the capture, the P 
s ~ ~ l p h ~ ~ r o r ~ ~ scarried the K. striatn to a nearby tree and beat the 
lizard's head several times on the branch. Using its beak, the bird 
grabbed the lizard by the head and swallowed it head first. The 
entire predation episode took 3 minutes. 

This observation reveals that small lizards can be vulnerable to 
smaller predatory birds, like this tyrannid flycatcher. Pitangus 
s u l p h ~ ~ r o t i ~ s ,a species broadly distributed in Brazil (Sick 1997. 
Ornitologia Brasileira, hova  Fronteira, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 9 12 
pp.j,  can prey on a variety of animals. such as bats, fish. arthropods, 
amphibians. and reptiles (Sick, op cit.; Argel-de-Oliveira et a1 
1998. Rev. Brasil. ~ o o l .  15: 11 03-1 109). This note represents the 
first record of P su !ph~~ron~sprsdation on juvenile K. s r r i a r ~ ~ .  

Thanks to Fernando Raeder for help with translation. 
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LEIOCEPH.ALU.5 C,-IRI.\:ATCS AR410L7RI (Sorthern Ccrly:a:] 
Lizar-dj. PREDATION. Leiocepl~nlils cr;ri~~n!~is is a ae11-01-n~o~ir-i 
esrablishzd exotic species in Florida (Mzshaka et al. 2001. The 
cxotic amphibians and reptiles of Florida: Knzger Publishing Corn- 
pany, >lalabar, Fiorida. 155 pp.; Meshaka et al. ,  in press, Sourh- 
eastern Ea t .  4); however, few vertebrate predators of this species 
havz been documented within its Introduced range (e.,o.: Smith 
and Engsman 2003.  Herpetol. Rev.  34:245-216; Smith and 
Engeman 2 ~ ~ 4 a .  Herpetol. Kev. 35:169-170; Smith and Engeman 
2004b. Florida Field Kat. 32:107-113). TO date, only one avian 
predator of L. c. arrnoiiri, the Little Blue Heron (Egretto caerult.aj, 
has been recorded in Florida (Smith and En2er:lan 2004a, op. cii.). 
Here, we augment the sparse infornlation on avian predators of L. 
c. crrmol~ri in Florida with the observation of the probable przda- 
tion of a juvenile L. c. nm-iouri by a Northern Mockingbird (iLlii?~~is 
polyglottos). 

At 1040 h on 30 April 2005, a clear sunny day (air temperature 
ca. 25°C); HTS observed an adult Northern Mockingbird perched 
atop fence-line shrubbery with a small lizard in its bill at the 
Woolbright Road colony site of L. c. a r m o ~ ~ r i  located in Boynton 
Beach (see Smith and Engeman 2003, 2004b, op. cit. for site de- 
scriptions). Closer examination revealed it to be a juvenile I>. c. 
armolrri (SVL ca. 5 cm). The lizard, being held sideways by its 
neck, was completely limp (including taii and limbs), and seemed 
dead. The lizard remained limp during the 20-30 sec observation 
period, after which the mockingbird flew out of view with its prey 
over an adjacent building rooftop. The  pliant appearance of the L. 
c. ar r r~o~rr isuggested to us that it was taken recently rather than 
scavenged. 

Mockingbirds are generalist omnivores and have been reported 
to prey on Anolis lizards (Derrickson and Breitwisch 1992. In Poolz 
et al. [eds.]. The Birds of North America, Species Account No. 7, 
Northern hlockingbird, American Ornithologists' Union, Wash- 
ington, D.C. and the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 26 pp.), and a Rough Earth Snake (Virginia strintz~la) 
(Sorrel1 2004. Herpetol. Rev. 35:75-76). 
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'bIICROLOPHUS AT4CA4iVlE~VSIS (Atacama Desert Runner). 
PREDATION.  Interspeclfic predation, like that between lizards 
and snakes in the Chilean Atacarna desert (Labra and Nienleyer 
2004. Ethology 110:649-662), is well documented in reptiles ( e . ~ . .  
Jackson e t  a l .  2004 .  Zoology 107:191-200). Mic ro ioph l i~  
aracczmensis, a lizard endemic to the coastal zones of northern 
Chile (Donoso -Ba~os  1966. Rzptiles de Chile. Ediciones de la 
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