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Introduction
This appendix is a quick guide to regulating animal product 
importations in passenger baggage or the mail. If a country is not 
listed, consider it affected with all diseases. 

The directions for regulating animal product importations are detailed 
in the Procedures section. The Reference section describes entry 
requirements in detail. Use the Reference section for commercial 
importations. Never use Appendix A for commercial importations. 

Meats
Use Table A-1-1 for importations of meat:

TABLE A-1-1:

If: And you: And you: Then:

Not shelf 
stable

Can 
irrefutably 
confirm 
origin1

Can irrefutably 
confirm animal 
class1

CONTINUE and use the matrix based on country 
of origin

Cannot irrefutably 
confirm animal 
class1

REGULATE as pork and use the matrix based on 
country of origin 

Cannot 
irrefutably 
confirm 
origin1

1 The strongest confirmation is documentation (labeling, commercial receipts and your own exper-
tise). Do not necessarily take an individual’s word for origin or animal class.

REFUSE ENTRY (because you’d have to consider 
it affected with all diseases; ASF, FMD, HC, and 
SVD if swine; BSE and FMD if ruminant)

Shelf 
stable2

2 Must be cooked in the container and be commercially packaged and labeled. Must be in un-
opened containers or packages. Prohibit if ruminant meat from a country where BSE is known 
to occur.

RELEASE



Appendix A: A Guide to Entry Status of Animal Products in Passenger Baggage or the Mail
Introduction

A-1-2 Animal Product Manual 06/2000-01
PPQ, VMO

Cooked, shelf stable meats and meat products that have been 
commercially packaged and labeled and that are in unopened 
packages, are enterable from anywhere. The following meats and meat 
products are enterable when they have been commercially packaged 
and labeled, contained in unopened packages, and originated in a 
country free from diseases of concern even though those meats may 
have been in an affected country: 

◆ Cured and dried meats and meat products from ruminants 

◆ Cooked, shelf stable meats and meat products 

Irish Pork or Poultry

1. That purchased at Dublin and Shannon Airports

You may permit the entry of pork and poultry from the Republic of 
Ireland when accompanied by the following two documents and 
certification:

◆ A copy of the Republic of Ireland Meat and Meat Products for 
Export to the USA Certificate. The copy of the certificate must 
show the establishment name and number and the official Irish 
Health Certificate number

◆ Certification that the meat meets the requirements of 9CFR 
94.11 AND 9CFR 94.13

◆ A cash register receipt either attached to or part of the copy of 
the certificate identified in the bulleted item above. The cash 
register receipt must show that the meat originated in a duty-free 
Shop either in Dublin or Shannon Airport. The receipt must 
show the date, weight (amount), types, number of packages, and 
price of the meat; 

Or, you may permit the entry of pork and poultry from the Republic of 
Ireland when accompanied by the following document and 
certification:

◆ An original Republic of Ireland Meat and Meat Products for 
Export to the USA Certificate showing that the meat originated in 
the Republic of Ireland. The certificate must be signed by a 
salaried veterinarian.

◆ Certification that the meat meets the requirements of 9CFR 
94.11 AND 9CFR 94.13

All ruminant meat is prohibited because of BSE
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2. Pork or Poultry from Northern Ireland

You may permit the entry of pork and poultry from Northern Ireland 
(part of the United Kingdom) when accompanied by the following 
document and certification:

An Official Meat Inspection Certificate from the United Kingdom or 
European Union showing that the meat originated in Northern 
Ireland. The certificate must be signed by a salaried veterinarian.

Certification that the meat meets the requirements of 9CFR 94.11 
AND 9CFR 94.13

Dry Soup Mixes
Use Table A-1-2 for importations of dry soup mixes arriving in 
passenger baggage or the mail. Dry soup mixes are dehydrated soup 
mixes containing meat. Some mixes contain rice or pasta, or some are 
just a powder mixture. All mixes must be commercially prepared. 
Directions for preparing the soup must only be the adding of hot water 
or adding water followed by a microwave treatment. For example, the 
directions may say to empty the contents of one envelope into a mug 
or large cup, add boiling water, etc. The directions must not include 
cooking. The meat may be in a powder form or in dried pieces the size 
of bouillon cubes or silver dollars. Ingredients may all be in one 
package or envelope, or may be in a bowl or cup with some of the 
ingredients in separate envelopes within the bowl or cup. A reasonable 
amount of soup mixes for personal consumption while traveling is to 
deter individuals from importing commercial quantities for resale. Be 
aware that it would be reasonable for a family of two coming into the 
United States for several weeks to have a case of 50 soup mixes for 
their daily consumption.

All ruminant meat is prohibited because of BSE
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Definitions of Abbreviations, Regions, and Matrix Headings

Africa
Includes Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, 
Congo (Democratic Republic of), Congo (Republic of), Côte d'Ivoire, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of South 
Africa, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Western Sahara, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

ASF
African swine fever. 

Asia
Includes Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia (Kampuchea), China, Cyprus, Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Laos (People’s Democratic Republic), Lebanon, 
Macau, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Taiwan (Province of China), Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam, 
and Yemen. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Japan, 

TABLE A-1-2: Dry Soup Mixes in Passenger Baggage

If the importation of 
dry soup mixes is a:

And the mixes 
contain:

And the passenger 
is arriving from a 
country known to 
be: Then:

Small quantity-
reasonable amount 
for personal 
consumption while 
traveling

Ruminant Affected with BSE REFUSE ENTRY

Free from BSE INSPECT AND 
RELEASEPoultry or swine

Large quantity CONSIDER the 
importation a 
commercial 
shipment. USE the 
Reference section to 
determine the 
appropriate 
regulatory action to 
take.
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Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Oman, 
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan are listed separately.

BSE
Bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

Central America
Includes Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and Panama; excludes Costa Rica.

Cooked, Shelf Stable Meats
A condition that applies high temperature that renders the meat or 
meat product shelf stable. The process used is lock stepped:

 1. Pack the meat in containers,

 2. Completely seal the containers against the escape or entry of air 
(hermetically sealed); then

 3. Cook the meat. 
The temperature must be high enough to produce a sterile 
product (one that is free from bacteria or other microorganisms). 
Unless appropriately certified, such meat from countries affected 
with a disease of concern must be in rigid metal or plastic 
containers and must meet the shelf-stable requirements 
published in this manual.

Cured and Dried
Unless appropriately certified, to be enterable, cured and dried meat of 
ruminants (and ruminant meat only) must remain firm (not give way) 
when compressed. Contrast bologna (gives way when compressed) 
with hard salami (remains rigid).

END
Exotic Newcastle Disease (formerly VVND).

Eggs
If the importation is cooked or boiled eggs, crack a random sample to 
verify that there are no viable embryos, or puncture the contents to 
ensure that there are no viable embryos. 

Evaporated Milk
A condition which applies heat resulting in the milk being shelf stable 
without refrigeration. The milk is concentrated in a liquid form, 
poured into containers, completely sealed in containers against the 
escape or entry of air (hermetically sealed), and then processed by 
heat using a commercial method. 
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FMD
Foot-and-mouth disease 

FMD/SR
Foot-and-mouth disease free with special requirements to apply 

HC
Hog cholera 

Milk
All milk products from FMD affected countries are prohibited. The 
exception is a product intended for infants or very young children 
accompanying passengers are enterable if in a reasonable or small 
amount for several days' use. For milk, there are exceptions to 
restricting entry to milk. That is, products containing powdered or dry 
milk that are obviously for human use are enterable. For example, 
soup mixes, drink mixes, baking mixes, baby formula mixes, and 
similar products that are prepackaged and labeled in individual 
serving packages, normal retail size packages, or packaged for 
distribution in institutional sizes. Milk products intended for infants 
or very young children accompanying passengers are enterable if in a 
reasonable or small amount for several days' use. 

SE
Salmonella enteritidis 

South America
Includes Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Falkland Islands, Guyana, 
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, and Venezuela. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
French Guiana, and Uruguay are listed separately. 

SVD
Swine vesicular disease 

SVD/SR
Swine vesicular disease free with special requirements to apply 

United Kingdom
England, Scotland, Wales, and Isle of Man, Northern Ireland is listed 
separately.

Because of BSE in Ireland, all ruminant meat is prohibited—even cooked, 
shelf stable.
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Legend For Matrix

C
An official meat inspection certificate is required. Certification must be 
present that describes how the product was processed. Go to the 
Reference section. 

CS
An official meat inspection certificate is required with two sets of 
statements. The first set of statements must describe how the product 
was processed for hog cholera (9CFR 94.9(b)(1)(iii)). The second set of 
statements must affirm that the product meets the special 
requirements for SVD (9CFR 94.13).

E
The importation is enterable with adequate proof of origin. 

P
Prohibit the entry of the importation. 

RE
Restrict the entry of the importation. Go to the Reference section 
unless the product is milk. 

SR

 1. Because the country supplements its meat supply from sources 
affected with FMD or SVD, special requirements apply. 

 2. Go to the Reference section covering meats and meat products.

 3. These special requirements (9CFR 94.11 or 94.13) only apply to 
meat imports. they do not apply to importations of inedible meat 
by-products or other animal products and by-products. 

X
Disease status is known to be present in the region or country.
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Matrix
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Africa (except for 
the Republic of 
South Africa

X X X X X X C E P P E P P E P C E RE P

Albania X X X X X  X P P P P E C P E P C E RE P

Anguilla X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Antigua and 
Barbuda

X X X X X C E P P E C P R P V E RE P

Argentina X1 X X X X C E C P E C P E P C E RE P

Armenia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Aruba (Neth.) X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Asia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Australia X E E E E E E E E E C E E E

Austria X X X X X X P P P P E C P E P C E E E

Azerbaijan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Bahamas X X X X X E E SR CS E SR P E P C E E E

Barbados X X X X E E E P E C P E P C E E E

Belarus X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Belgium X X X X X X P P P P E SR P E P C E E E

Belize X X X E E E C E C P E P C E E E

Bermuda X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E E C E E E

Bonaire (Neth.) X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

X X X X X X P P P CS E C P E P C E RE P

Brazil X X X X X X C E P P E P P E P C E RE P

Bulgaria X X X X X X P P P CS E C P E P C E RE P

Canada E E E E E E E E E E E E E

Cayman Islands X X X X X

Central America 
(except Costa 
Rica)

X X X E E E C E C P E P C E E E

Channel Islands X X X X X E E SR P E C P E P C E E E
1 Negligible risk
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Chile X X X X E E SR SR E C SR E E C E E E

Costa Rica X X E E E C E C P E E C E E E

Croatia X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E RE P

Cuba All agricultural products are embargoed.

Curaçao (Neth.) X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Czech Republic X X X X X X P P P P E C P E P C E E E

Denmark X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E E C E E E

Dominica X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Dominican 
Republic

X X X E E E C E C P E P C E E E

Estonia X X X X X C E P P E C P E E C E RE P

Fiji X E E E E E E E E P C E E E

Finland X X X P P P SR E SR SR E E C E E E

France X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E E E

French Guiana X X X X X X P P P P E C P E P C E E E

Georgia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Germany X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Greece X X X X X P P P P E C P E E C E RE P

Greenland X X E E E E E E E E P C E RE E

Grenada X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Guadeloupe (Fr.) X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E E E

Guyana X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Haiti X X X X E E E P E P P E P C E E E

Hungary X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Iceland X E E E E E E E E E C E E E

Indonesia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Ireland (Northern) X X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E E E

Ireland, Republic 
of

X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E E C E E E

Italy X X X X X X P P P P3 E C P E P C E E E

Jamaica X X X X E E E P E C P E P C E E E

Japan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E E E
3 If a Parma ham, go to Table 3-13-29 on pag e3-13-22.
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Kazakstan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Korea, Rep. of 
(South)

X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E E E

Kyrgyzstan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Latvia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Lithuania X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Luxembourg X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E RE P

Macedonia (the 
former Yugoslav 
Republic of)

X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E RE P

Malta X X X X X X C E P P E P P E P C E RE P

Margarita Island 
(Venez.)

X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Martinique (Fr.) X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E E E

Mexico X X X E E E C E C P E P C E E E

Micronesia X X X X X X C E P P E P P E P C E RE P

Moldova X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Montserrat (U.K.) X X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E  E E

Netherlands X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

New Zealand X E E E E E E E E E C E E E

Norway X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E E E

Oman X X X X X X P P P P E C P E P C E RE P

Philippines X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Poland X X X X X X P P P P E C P E P C E E E

Portugal X X X X X X X P P CS P E P P E P C E RE P

Romania X X X X X P P P C E C P E P C E RE P

Russian 
Federation

X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Saba (Neth.) X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Saint Barthelemy 
(Fr.)

X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E E E

Saint Eustatius 
(Neth.)

X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P
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Saint Lucia X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Saint Martin, 
northern (Fr.)

X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E E C E E E

Saint Martin, 
southern (Neth.)

X X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Saint Pierre and 
Miquelon

X X X X E E E P E C P E P C E E E

Saint Vincent & 
the Grenadines

X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Slovak Republic X X X X X X P P P  P E C P E P C E RE P

South Africa, 
Republic of†

X X X X X X C E SR P E P P E P C E C C

South America 
(except Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, and 
Uruguay)

X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Spain X X X X X X P P P CS* E SR P E P C E E E

Suriname X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Sweden X X X P P P SR E SR SR E E C E E E

Switzerland X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E E E

Tajikistan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Trinidad and 
Tobago

X X X X E E E P E C P E P C E E E

Turkey X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Turkmenistan  X  X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

Turks and Caicos 
Islands (U.K.)

X X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E  E E

Ukraine  X  X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

United Kingdom 
(excluding 
Northern Ireland)

X X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E  E E

Uruguay X X X X X E E SR P E SR P E P C E  E E
†Except the foot-and-mouth disease controlled area which extends from the Republic of South Africa’s border with Mozambique approxi-

mately 30 to 90 kilometers into the Republic of South Africa to include Kruger National Park and surveillance and control zone around 
the park, and elsewhere extends, from east to west, approximately 10 to 20 km. into the Republic of South Africa along its borders 
with Mozambique, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and the southeast part of the border with Namibia.

4If a Serrano ham, Iberian ham, Iberian pork shoulder, or an Iberian pork loin, go to Table 3-13-29 on pag e3-13-22
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Uzbekistan X X X X X C E P P E C P E P C E RE P

V. I., British X X X X X P P P SR E SR SR E P C E  E E

Yugoslavia X X X X X P P P CS E SR P E P C E RE P

Region or Country Disease Status Ruminant Swine
Poultry/
Eggs Milk
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