
Panicle Rice Mite Extraction, Screening, Identification, and Communications 
Joel Floyd, Domestic Diagnostics Coordinator
National Identification Services, USDA, APHIS,PPQ- PSPI Riverdale, MD
Extraction, Screening, and Identification: (for remainder of 2007 survey season):

If no mite screening capability exists in a state (PPQ identifiers or state cooperators): 
1. Perform the extraction following the extraction instructions in the attached PDF document titled “Panicle Rice Mite Wash Procedures”;
2. Complete a PPQ form 391 for each sample ;
3. Send with form by over night delivery all mites extracted in tightly sealed in a vial of 70% ethyl alcohol with no plant material,

To: 
Eric M. McDonald
USDA, APHIS, PPQ

Plant Inspection Facility

19581 Lee Road 


Tel: 281-230-7204
Humble, TX  77338 


Fax: 281-230-7203

If screening and identifier capability does exist in a state:

1. Perform the extraction following the extraction instructions in the attached PDF document titled “Panicle Rice Mite Wash Procedures”;
2. Screen the extracted samples to remove suspect mites;
3. Only send Steneotarsonemus spp., with forms, preferably mounted on slides or in tightly sealed in a vial of 70% ethyl alcohol with no plant material;
4. To Eric McDonald at the same address as above with PPQ form 391’s. 

Communication of determinations:
For states have previously confirmed detections of Steneotarsonemus spinki:  
1. Eric McDonald will make determinations and communicate non-quarantine mite species back to the submitting state, and any Steneotarsonemus spp. reported to;
2. National Identification Service  (NIS) who will notify;
3. Emergency and Domestic Programs (EDP) to forward the determinations to the national and region program managers, SPHD and SPRO. 
4. The SPHD or SPRO should be responsible for communicating these determinations back to the originating laboratory or identifier.
For states with no previous S. spinki detections: 
1. Eric McDonald will make determinations and communicate non-quarantine mite species back to the submitting state.

2. If suspect Steneotarsonemus spp. or S. spinki is identified, Eric McDonald will forward to SEL specialist to make final determination, who notifies NIS. 
1. NIS will notify EDP who notifies the national/regional program manager, SPHD, and SPRO. 
2. The SPHD or SPRO should be responsible for communicating the determination back to the originating laboratory or identifier.
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