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PLANT PROTECTION AND QUARANTINE

Plant Health
Information System
(PHIS)

‘ BACKGROUND AND STATUS

In November 2005, the Deputy Administrator and
Executive Team for Plant Protection and Quarantine
(PPQ), established the Emergency Program Data
Management Task Force (Task Force). The charge to the
Task Force was to explore the possibility of developing a
single data management system designed to maximize
our ability in responding to plant health emergencies.
The Task Force recommended building the Plant Health
Information System (PHIS) as a system to be used in
domestic or day-to-day operations to more efficiently
facilitate its use in emergency programs.

The PHIS supports PPQ and cooperating state agencies in
managing information related to domestic and
emergency plant pest programs. PHIS is being designed
to provide a complete data management solution to PPQ
and cooperating agencies by integrating existing systems
focused on core program functions (i.e. Survey,
Diagnostic, Regulatory). The PHIS will leverage existing
systems to present a single point of entry for data related
to any emergency or domestic pest program. PHIS will
provide the Agency with a modern, comprehensive and
scalable plant health data management system capable
of supporting the mission of safeguarding U.S. agriculture
as well as improve coordination with the States.

Currently, the prototype aimed at integrating the first
three core program functions together
(Survey/Detection, Diagnostics, and Regulatory) has been
delivered. A standard data definition for each core
program function has been developed and each has been
integrated with one system. The Integrated Survey
Information System (ISIS) will support Survey/Detection
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data requirements. The Pest Identification Database
(Pest ID) along with a stand-alone PHIS diagnostic
module will support Diagnostic data requirements. The
Emergency Action Notification database (EAN) will
support Regulatory data requirements. Although each
data definition that supports a core program function has
only been integrated with one system (ISIS, PestID, EAN),
this capability will be opened to other systems that can
meet the standard definition and communication
protocols. Ideally the PHIS can be used to access all data
for any given regulatory program.

MORE ADVANCES UNDERWAY

The PHIS is currently working towards finalizing pilot
trials, incorporating feedback from these pilots, and
migrating to a full production environment by the end of
the calendar year 2008. Additionally, a Compliance
Agreement module is being developed under the
Regulatory umbrella to provide data entry, access,
management, reporting, and analysis for the PPQ Form
519 — Compliance Agreement. Future plans include
select program use in a phased implementation plan.
The phased implementation plan will ensure adequate
support can be given to all users of the system, and the
support structure can grow with the use of the system.

Additionally, the management board of PHIS, the
Executive Steering Committee (ESC), will begin to
prioritize additional program function module
development. It was the intent of The Task Force to
incorporate additional modules into PHIS in support of
Regulatory Control, Biological Control, Chemical Control,
SIT Control, Mechanical Control, and Environmental
Monitoring. Also, through the development of the
prototype and piloting, requests have been made to see
how PHIS might better support traps & lure procurement
processes, as well as facilitate the official control
program. As more modules are developed and systems
are integrated with, the PHIS will provide a more
comprehensive view of all data related to domestic and
emergency plant pest programs allowing more precise
program management, performance measure
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development, pest and resource tracking, among many
other benefits.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The PHIS currently resides at a datacenter in Riverdale,
Maryland but once in full production will be relocated to
a Federal Data Center. It is the responsibility of the
National Data Management Coordinator, Todd
Schroeder, to oversee the PHIS project. Please contact
Todd regarding any additional comments or questions at
Todd.E.Schroeder@APHIS.USDA.GOV or (301) 734-5700.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PHIS

You can learn more at
<http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_in
fo/phis/>

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or
part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication or program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.
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