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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), has prepared a revised environmental assessment (EA) that analyzes potential 
environmental consequences of eradicating isolated populations of light brown apple moth 
(Epiphyas postvittana) (LBAM) in California.  The EA, incorporated by reference in this 
document, is available from:   
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Emergency and Domestic Programs 

Emergency Management 
4700 River Road, Unit 134 
Riverdale, MD 20737–1236 

 
The revised EA analyzed alternatives consisting of (1) maintaining the Federal quarantine order 
without further action by APHIS (no action alternative), and (2) continuation of the Federal 
quarantine order along with eradication of isolated populations of LBAM in California with the 
use of Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) and/or LBAM-specific pheromone (treatment 
alternative).   The revised EA evaluated the potential impacts from eradication treatments of 
small, isolated populations and determined that any potential impacts would be limited.  Since 
the circumstances surrounding each isolated population are unique, each site will be considered 
in a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) prior to treatment.  This FONSI addresses the 
treatment for LBAM on Treasure Island and Yerba Buena Island, California.   
 
Treatment in the Treasure Island Eradication Area 
 
The treatment area is less than one square mile that includes all of Treasure Island and Yerba 
Buena Island.  Treasure Island is an artificial island in the San Francisco Bay between San 
Francisco and Oakland. It is connected by a small isthmus to Yerba Buena Island. It was created 
in 1939 for the Golden Gate International Exposition of fill dredged from the bay.  Treasure and 
Yerba Buena Islands are home to over 3,000 residents as well as a number of commercial 
tenants, schools and community serving organizations. The Islands are also open for public use 
and recreation at all times 
 
Within the treatment area there are currently 4 sites on Yerba Buena Island and one site on 
Treasure Island that will be treated with pheromone-impregnated twist ties which will be 
attached to trees, shrubs, and other fixtures within approximately 200 meters of the LBAM find 
(see attached map).  Twist ties will be deployed within the area at a rate of 250 dispensers per 
acre.  The dispensers will be removed at the end of 90 days.  In some cases they may be replaced 
for a second treatment.  When treatments are completed, all dispensers will be removed.  Any  
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collected the data displayed for internal agency purposes only.  These data may 
be used by others; however, they must be used for their original intended purpose.
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