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Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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December 6, 2006
Thank you, Mr. Penland.  On behalf of USDA, we are delighted to accept this beautiful new building designed with great attention to detail to facilitate research on invasive species.  
I know Dr. Bruggers and the dedicated staff of the National Wildlife Research Center are thrilled to have this state-of-the-art facility for their work.  It is a great asset to the Wildlife Services program at the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.  

Our thanks to Michael Penland and all those at Everitt/Keenan Associates who’ve contributed their time, talents and skills to bring this Invasive Species Research Building from dream to reality.  We especially appreciate receiving this striking rendering of the building.  It will hang in a place of honor in the lobby for all to see the vision that led to the actual structure.

We also are grateful for the many hours that Colorado State University and General Services Administration employees 
have spent working with our National Wildlife Research Center staff over the past 15 years.  They’ve helped bring to life the facilities envisioned in the USDA Master Plan.  The ISRB was built as part of this plan and will serve wildlife biologists and researchers for many years to come.

As most of you know, the National Wildlife Research Center is the only facility in the world devoted entirely to developing science-based methods and tools to resolve human-wildlife conflicts.  The strategies and options you develop here will provide new tools for wildlife biologists who seek to address the interface between humans and wildlife.
The new ISRB will enable researchers at NWRC to properly care for and study invasive wildlife species that threaten our nation’s agriculture, human health and safety, natural resources and native wildlife.  This is a great addition to the NWRC, and we’re all proud of it.
Globalization
Over the past 200 years or so, more than 50,000 foreign plant and animal species have become established in the United States.  About one in seven has become invasive, with damage and control costs estimated at more than $138 billion each year.  Further, the presence and impact of invasive species have grown dramatically over the last decade and a half, 
in sync with the increasing globalization of the world economy.   

Americans have been involved in trading across the sea since colonial times.  But in recent years, the intensity of the trading has greatly increased.  
That is good news for our nation’s economy, and it’s good news for agriculture in the U.S. since nationwide one in three acres is planted for export. One-fourth of farm cash receipts now come from exports.  This year that will amount to about $68 billion dollars worth of agricultural products.

However, globalization has changed the economy of our world significantly—and forever.  As our planet and our lives become more interconnected and interdependent than ever before, we must increase our efforts to address the potential problems that a global economy brings with it—invasive species that impact our communities—our fields, flocks and farms. 
The new ISRB gives us the setting to conduct research into ways to control invasive species and prevent them from reducing biodiversity and harming native species or negatively impacting agricultural production.
Future Research Plans
Since 1999, USDA and other federal agencies have been coordinating efforts to address invasives through the National Invasive Species Council.  Using two-year management plans, we work together to coordinate our approaches, prevent introductions of invasives, develop strategies for early detection and response, identify ways to control and manage those invasives already here and promote public education and awareness.  

Of course, we also conduct research on how to reduce the impact and stem the tide of invasives that have already established themselves in the U.S.  That’s where the ISRB is going to be of great benefit.  
This new facility positions APHIS to take a leadership role in combating threats posed by invasive species.  It offers a secure environment to study the ecology, biology, behavior and physiology of invasive wildlife that may harm American agriculture, natural resources and native wildlife.
I understand some of the species that wildlife biologists will be studying here include nutria, Norway rats, mongoose, starlings, pigeons, Gambian pouch rats, tree frogs and brown treesnakes.  
The brown treesnake is an excellent example of an invasive that’s caused untold problems on the island of Guam.  These snakes get into electrical wiring and cause power outages that cost from $1 to $4 million dollars each year in damages and lost productivity.  

NWRC has already been instrumental in developing new tools and techniques, including repellents, toxicants, attractants and fumigants to reduce and control brown treesnake populations on Guam.  Studying this invasive species in the carefully controlled environment that the ISRB will offer will enable us to build on this success to continue efforts to address the problems posed by brown treesnakes.
Making a Difference
Today, we’re here to celebrate the completion of this new scientific facility.  Now the work for which the ISRB was intended can begin in earnest.
Those of you who are staying for the tour this afternoon will see firsthand this impressive facility.  The wildlife biologists who work here will play a vital role in resolving new and emerging invasive species conflicts with agriculture, native wildlife and human health and safety.
Here, scientists will observe and study vertebrates that have invaded our country to determine effective ways to limit the damage these invasives can do.  USDA employees, along with scientists, interns and students from Colorado State University and other organizations will develop and test detection methods and potential control methods.  
They will look at a whole range of options—lures, repellents, capture devices, toxicants and reproductive inhibitors.  They will study a wide variety of species from mammals to reptiles to birds to amphibians.  
Fort Collins and the National Wildlife Research Center represent a strategic scientific focus and location for USDA’s investment in wildlife research in partnership with Colorado State University and other federal and state agencies in this area.  Our vision for addressing invasive wildlife is focused here where you now have a state-of the-art facility to support your work.

Conclusion
In closing, let me turn to my second favorite President—Teddy Roosevelt.  He once said, “Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing.”
It’s similar to what Administrator DeHaven says, “It’s a great day to work for APHIS.”

Minimizing the damage that invasive species do—to American agriculture, to native wildlife and to the humans who share the landscape—surely meets the definition of work worth doing.  And the new USDA Invasive Species Research Building will make it a pleasure for our wildlife biologists to come to work each day to carry on that important effort.  
I know we are all delighted to have this wonderful facility to enhance and support the important research that takes place on this campus.  I look forward to the many scientific advances and practical solutions that will come from the work you do here.
