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USDA DEREGULATES LAST REMAINING ILLINOIS

 ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE QUARANTINE AREA
Illinois Becomes the First State Battling the Beetle to Deregulate All Quarantine Zones
WASHINGTON, July 19, 2006‑‑The U.S. Department of Agriculture(s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service today announced that it is deregulating the Oz Park quarantine area in Cook County, leaving Illinois free of active Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) quarantine zones.

Through intensive inspections, APHIS has determined that ALB no longer presents a risk of spread from the 9‑square mile quarantine zone.  This action is consistent with ALB eradication protocols, as there have been no additional ALB finds in the Oz Park area or any other areas of Illinois since November 2003.

With the final Cook County quarantine zone deregulated, firewood, lumber, nursery stock and other materials that serve as hosts for the invasive beetle now can be moved freely through the region.

Trees within the Oz Park, Cook County quarantine will be inspected annually by the ALB cooperative eradication program.  In order to declare an infested area eradicated, it must be free of any signs of ALB for four years.

Since ALB was discovered in Chicago(s Ravenswood area in 1998, the pest has been responsible for the destruction of more than 1,551 infested trees in Illinois.  ALB was initially discovered in New York in 1996, and since then, several infestations have also been uncovered in New Jersey counties in 2002 and 2004.

APHIS and its cooperators work to eradicated ALB by removing infested trees and adjacent high risk trees, imposing quarantines, conducting intensified visual inspections around confirmed sites to determine the reach and scope of an infestation, and by chemically treating trees as part of an area‑wide integrated pest eradication strategy.  The goal is to eliminate this destructive insect from Illinois, New York and New Jersey before it can establish itself elsewhere.

The ALB cooperative eradication program relies on public support and assistance in eliminating ALB from the United States.  The public can continue to assist by looking for and reporting any sightings of ALB, which is about 1 to 1.5 inches long, has a shiny jet black body with distinctive white spots and long antennae that are banded in black and white.  To report an ALB sighting in Illinois, please call (312) 742‑3385.
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While APHIS is making strides toward eradication of the ALB, a new menace to Illinois’ trees has been discovered in the form of the emerald ash borer (EAB).  This is also an invasive wood boring beetle native to China and eastern Asia; however the EAB targets only ash trees in North America.  First detected in July 2002 in southeastern Michigan, the EAB has since been found in Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia and, most recently, in Kane County Illinois and the Chicago suburb of Wilmette in Cook County.  While the ALB quarantine in Chicago has been lifted, active quarantines remain for the EAB in states working to contain and eradicate that species.  More than 21,636 square miles are currently under active quarantines due to the presence of the EAB.

USDA(s APHIS, Forest Service and Agricultural Research Service, the City of Chicago Department of Streets and Sanitation(s Bureau of Forestry, the Illinois Department of Agriculture and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources participate in the ALB cooperative eradication program.  For more information, visit the APHIS Web site, www.aphis.usda.gov/alb.
This interim rule became effective July 13 and is published in the July 19 Federal Register.

 Consideration will be given to comments received on or before Sept. 18.  Send an original and three copies of postal mail or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. APHIS‑2006‑0105 Regulatory and Analysis Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3A‑03.8, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, Md. 20737‑1238.  Please state that your comment refers to Docket No. APHIS‑2006‑0105.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to the Federal eRulemaking portal at http://www.regulations.gov and, in the (Search Regulations and Federal Actions( box, select (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service( from the agency drop‑down menu; then click on (Submit.(  In the Docket ID column, select APHIS 2006‑0105 to submit or view public comments and to view supporting and related materials available electronically.

Comments are posted on the Regulations.gov Web site and may also be viewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C., between 

8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room, please call (202) 690‑2817.
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Note to Reporters: USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Go to the APHIS news release page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/newsroom.  Also, anyone with an e‑mail address can sign up to receive APHIS press releases automatically.  Send an e‑mail message to lyris@mdrdlyriss10.aphis.usda.gov and leave the subject blank.  In the message, type

subscribe press_releases.

