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USDA TREE CLIMBERS CONTINUE TO SEARCH LINDEN, N.J., FOR INVASIVE BEETLE 

WASHINGTON Jan. 10, 2006–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) cooperative eradication program in January will begin climbing surveys of 1,800 trees in the northwest section of the City of Linden, N.J., to search for signs of the invasive pest.


Starting Jan. 3, and lasting until early March, contract climbers will examine hard-to-reach areas of 1,800 residential and street trees.  The climbing survey will take place in a geographical area bound by the following locations:  Park Avenue to the north; Wood Avenue to the south; Curtis Street/Dill Avenue to the west and U.S. Route 1 to the east.  Climbers will work daylight hours as weather permits.


Using four climbers and a bucket truck as needed, specially trained personnel from Davey Tree Experts will search high in tree limbs and among tree canopy branches for the tell-tale signs of beetle activity such as the circular, dime-sized holes made by mature beetles upon exiting trees, and egg sites that indicate the invasive pest is likely spending the winter maturing deep within a tree’s heartwood.


The tree-killing beetles were discovered in the Middlesex/Union County area in 2004.  Shortly after their discovery, the area was quarantined to curtail the movement of wood, wood products and debris that could contain beetles in various developmental stages.  USDA has developed a comprehensive pest management strategy to eradicate this insect from U.S. shores.  That strategy includes regulating the movement of wood products, treatments for ALB-susceptible trees, removal of infested trees and tree species that could host ALB located near infested trees, tree surveys to identify potential beetle activity and restoration to replace trees lost to infestation.  Professional climbers surveyed more than 11,000 trees in the Middlesex/Union County quarantine zone for signs of ALB in 2005 alone.


The ALB, which likely hitchhiked to the United States from Asia within solid wood packing material such as crates and pallets, is a serious threat to our nation’s hardwood trees. This beetle has the potential to damage such industries as lumber, maple syrup, nursery and tourism, accumulating over $41 billion in losses.  The beetle is 1 to 1.5 inches long, shiny black, with white spots and long antennae banded in black and white.  
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Residents with additional questions about the climbing survey may call the USDA New Jersey ALB eradication program at (732) 815-4700.  For more information about ALB, log onto www.aphis.usda.gov.  See “Hot Issues” at the bottom of the page and click on “Asian Longhorned Beetle.”  Anyone that sees an insect they suspect is ALB should report that sighting by calling 1-866-BEETLE1.

#

Note to Reporters:  USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Go to the APHIS news release page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/newsroom/.  Also, anyone with an e-mail address can sign up to receive APHIS press releases automatically.  Send an e-mail message to lyris@mdrdlyriss10.aphis.usda.gov

and leave the subject blank.  In the message, type

subscribe press_releases.

