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ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE
Regarding Exports of Bovine Semen and Embryos to China

Dec. 28, 2005


“Effective immediately China has reopened its market to U.S. bovine semen and embryos.  This is the second time in less than a month that China has lifted trade restrictions on U.S. livestock products.  On Nov. 28, China began accepting nonruminant feed to include pet food, rendered products, porcine proteins, tallow and spray dried blood from 94 approved U.S. facilities.


China stopped importing nonruminant feed products and tallow from the United States after a U.S. cow tested positive for bovine spongiform encephalopathy in December 2003.  Today’s announcement by China is another example of successful negotiations between U.S. Department of Agriculture and Chinese quarantine officials working together to reopen the market.


Based on protocol requirements signed by China and the United States, Chinese officials approved 10 registered semen and 38 embryo companies to export to China for a period of two years.  During this two-year time period, China has the ability to conduct random inspections of the facilities on an as needed basis to ensure that the products for export are safe, sanitary and adhere to protocol requirements.”


For additional information contact APHIS’ National Center for Import and Export at (301) 734-3278.
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