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USDA ALLOWS IMPORTATION OF CHINESE FRAGRANT PEARS

WASHINGTON, Dec. 22, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is amending its fruits and vegetable regulations to allow, under certain conditions, the importation of fragrant pears from China.

To be eligible for importation, the pears must be grown in the Korla region of Xinjiang Province at a production site that is registered with the national plant protection organization of China.  The fragrant pears are subject to both pre-harvest and post-harvest inspections.

In addition, the pears must be packed in insect-proof containers that are labeled in accordance with the regulations and safeguarded from pest infestation during transport to the United States.

This action will allow fragrant pears to be imported from China while continuing to provide protection against the introduction of plant pests into the United States.

The final rule is scheduled for publication in the Dec. 23 Federal Register and becomes effective Jan. 23, 2006. 
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