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TWO CITIZENS HONORED FOR UNCOVERING NEW JERSEY ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE INFESTATION
CARTERET, N.J., Nov. 3, 2005–First, Joan Karaczkiewicz’s husband Dave told her about the strange beetle he had seen while clearing leaves from the roof of their Carteret, N.J., home.

The next day, she saw New Jersey Asian longhorned beetle cooperative eradication program director, Barry Emens, of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and New Jersey Agricultural Secretary Charles M. Kuperus being interviewed on a television broadcast as they sought the source of a newly discovered infestation of Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) in Carteret.


Karaczkiewicz called Barry Emens immediately to report the strange beetle her husband had seen.  “Within half an hour they were knocking at my door; they were all down here.  And it was the beetle,” Karaczkiewicz recalled.


For her contribution that led to the discovery of the source of the ALB infestation, along with dozens of infested trees, Karaczkiewicz was honored at a recent Borough of Carteret Council Meeting by APHIS and the town of Carteret.  Also honored was Don Base, of Carteret, who found the original ALB while gardening in his backyard in August 2004.

Karaczkiewicz and Base received honors including a letter of appreciation from USDA under secretary Bill Hawks.  Joining USDA in honoring the citizens was Borough of Carteret Mayor Daniel J. Reiman.

Every beetle that has been discovered in New Jersey has been identified with the help of alert and concerned citizens, people who see an extraordinary insect and report it to the ALB cooperative eradication program overseen by the USDA with the New Jersey Department of Agriculture,” said Emens.  “It’s critically important that everyone be on the lookout for ALB.  Anyone who sees a beetle that could be an ALB, should pick up the phone and call 1-866-BEETLE-1 to report it, just like Don Base and Joan Karaczkiewicz did.”

Currently, more than 16 miles of the Carteret area are quarantined due to the presence of the ALB.  The quarantine covers parts of the Borough of Carteret and the Avenel section of Woodbridge Township in Middlesex County and the cities of Rahway and Linden in Union County.  Quarantines halt the movement of cut wood, logs, timber and other tree material out of these areas to keep ALB from spreading.
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“It is incredibly important that we have citizens like Don and Joan keeping an eye out for this invasive pest,” said New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Charles M. Kuperus.  “By them reporting their sightings, we saved months and perhaps years’ worth of damage to trees that would have happened had this infestation gone unreported.” 

ALB is a tree-destroying, invasive pest that likely hitchhiked to the United States from China in solid wood packing materials.  The ALB is about 1 to 1.5 inches long and is shiny black with white spots.  It has long distinguishable antennae that are banded with black and white.  ALB attack many different hardwood trees, including all species of maple, birch, horse chestnut, poplar, willow, ash, elm, mimosa, hackberry, sycamore, mountain ash and London Plane.


The beetle has the potential to damage such industries as lumber, maple syrup, nursery and tourism, accumulating over $41 billion dollars in losses, and destroying urban and suburban street and backyard trees.
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