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USDA AMENDS NEW JERSEY ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE QUARANTINE 
Expands Union County Quarantine Zone; Deregulates Portions of Hudson County Zone

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service today announced it is amending the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) regulations to expand the portion of Union County quarantined to stop the spread of the destructive beetle.  USDA also is deregulating the ALB quarantine boundaries within Hudson County, N.J., with this action. 

Through intensive inspections, APHIS has determined that the 3.7 square mile ALB quarantine zone encompassing portions of Jersey City and Hoboken in Hudson County no longer displays evidence of ALB infestation and will be removed from quarantine.  This action is consistent with ALB eradication protocol, as there have been no additional ALB finds in Jersey City or Hoboken since the initial discovery in October 2002.

With the Hudson County quarantine zone deregulated, firewood, lumber, nursery stock and other materials that serve as hosts for the invasive beetle now can be moved freely through the region. 

Trees in the former Hudson County quarantine will be inspected annually, as APHIS remains vigilant in its effort to prevent the spread of this tree-killing pest to noninfested areas of the United States.

While Jersey City and Hoboken have been deregulated due to lack of beetle activity, an infested tree found this summer prompts the addition of 2 square miles to the Union County quarantine area.   With these actions, New Jersey now has a 16.5 square mile quarantine area that encompasses Union and Middlesex counties.   

The infested tree was discovered at the Rosehill Cemetery, Linden, Union County on July 24.  While within the previous quarantine area’s northernmost boundary, the infestation’s specific location within the quarantine zone prompts an expansion of the zone north and westward around the new find.  The northern most boundary of the quarantine will now be Allen Street in Linden, Union County, N.J.  The northwestern boundary is now Dill Avenue, also in Linden.
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The 16.5 square mile quarantine now in place in New Jersey with the amendment to the ALB regulations covers portions of the borough of Carteret and the Avenel section of

Woodbridge Township in Middlesex County, and portions of the cities of Rahway and Linden in Union County.  This is now New Jersey’s only active ALB quarantine area.  Movement of materials that could play host to ALB and ALB larvae remains regulated in this area.


ALB infestations are responsible for the destruction of more than 11,000 trees in New Jersey since the first beetle was discovered.  ALB was initially discovered in New York in 1996, with subsequent finds in Illinois in 1998 and New Jersey in 2002.  

APHIS and its cooperators undertake ALB eradication by removing infested trees and adjacent high risk trees, imposing quarantines, conducting intensified visual inspections around confirmed sites to determine the reach and scope of an infestation and chemically treating trees as part of an area-wide integrated pest management strategy.  The goal is to eliminate this destructive insect from New York, New Jersey and Illinois before it can establish itself elsewhere.

The ALB cooperative eradication program relies on public support and assistance in eliminating ALB from the United States.  The public can assist by looking for and reporting any sightings of ALB, which is about 1 to 1.5 inches long, has a shiny jet black body with distinctive white spots and long antennae that are banded in black and white.  To report a sighting of ALB in New Jersey, please call toll free (866) 233-8531 or (732) 815-4700 (Rahway office) or (201) 533-9610 (Jersey City office).  Sightings can also be e-mailed to rcewebserver@rcewebserver.Rutgers.edu
USDA’s APHIS, Forest Service and Agricultural Research Service, New Jersey Department of Agriculture and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the Rutgers University Agricultural Extension Service participate in the ALB cooperative eradication program.  For more information, visit the APHIS Web site, http://www.aphis.usda.gov/alb.   

This interim rule was effective Oct. 18 and was published in the Oct. 24 Federal Register.  

Consideration will be given to comments received on or before Dec. 23.  Send an original and three copies of postal mail or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. 05-066-1, Regulatory and Analysis Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to the Federal eRulemaking portal at http://www.regulations.gov and, in the “Search for Open Regulation” box, select “Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service” from the agency drop- down menu, then click on “Submit.”  In the Docket ID column, select APHIS 2005-05-0078 to submit or view public comments and to view supporting and related materials available electronically.
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Comments are posted on the Regulations.gov Web site and may also be viewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., between 

8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room, please call (202) 690-2817.
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