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MEXICO AGREES TO RECOGNIZE AREAS IN THE UNITED STATES

AS FREE OF KARNAL BUNT 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service today announced that Mexico has agreed to recognize certain wheat-production areas in the United States as free of Karnal bunt.


Under the agreement, California, Arizona, Texas and New Mexico meet Mexico’s requirements for Karnal bunt-free status, with the exception of those areas still regulated by USDA because of Karnal bunt.  The list of regulated areas includes parts of Riverside County in California; La Paz, Maricopa and Pinal counties in Arizona; Archer, Baylor, Knox, San Saba, Throckmorton and Young counties in Texas.


As part of this agreement with Mexico, the United States is also recognizing five Mexican states as meeting the requirements for Karnal bunt-free status.  These states are Chihuahua, Guanajuato, Jalisco, Michocan and Queretaro.  These states are in addition to the Mexicali Valley in Sonora and Baja California that have been recognized as Karnal bunt-free since 1998.


Mexico instituted a ban after the first detection of Karnal bunt in the United States in 1996.  Mexico ranks as the United States’ third largest foreign market for wheat, setting a record- high sales of $459 million in 2004.


“Recognizing California, Arizona, New Mexico and additional areas of Texas as free of Karnal bunt will open significant new market opportunities for American wheat growers and expand trade for U.S. agriculture,” said W. Ron DeHaven, APHIS Administrator.


Karnal bunt is a fungal disease of wheat, durum wheat and triticale, a hybrid of wheat and rye, and is spread primarily through the movement of infected seed.
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