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USDA CONTINUES ORAL RABIES VACCINATION IN OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA AND  TENNESSEE

RIVERDALE, Md., April 22, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s wildlife services program will begin this season’s distribution of oral rabies vaccine bait on, or about, April 25 to prevent the spread of raccoon rabies in northeastern Ohio, western Pennsylvania and Hamilton County, Tenn.


Baits containing oral rabies vaccine will be distributed in Ohio and Pennsylvania using low-flying twin-engine aircraft and hand baiting using ground-based vehicles.  The distribution of 320,000 baits in Ohio includes the following five counties: Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Summit and Portage.  The five Pennsylvania counties of Cambria, Fayette, Indiana, Somerset and Westmoreland will be distributing 80,000 baits.  Hand-baiting distribution in the Chattanooga area of Hamilton County, Tenn., will total 59,760 baits.


Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia have been working to establish a rabies-free barrier in the eastern United States where the raccoon strain of rabies threatens wildlife populations and pets, as well as public health and safety.


Humans and pets cannot get rabies from coming into contact with the baits but are asked to leave the baits undisturbed should they encounter them.  Most sightings of rabid raccoons occur during the spring and summer when people are more likely to come into contact with wildlife.  Raccoon rabies is caused by a virus that attacks the central nervous system.  Symptoms include unusual, aggressive or calm and friendly behavior, an inability to eat or drink, balance problems, circling, seizures, coma and finally death.


For additional information concerning the raccoon oral rabies vaccine program, please contact USDA’s wildlife services toll-free at 1-866-4 USDA-WS (1-866-487-3297).
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