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USDA PROPOSES TO AMEND IMPORT REGULATIONS ON SWINE 

AND SWINE PRODUCTS FROM EUROPEAN UNION 


WASHINGTON, April 8, 2005—The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is proposing to amend its regulations for importing swine and swine products into the United States by applying uniform requirements to the European Union (EU-15).  This proposed regulation applies to the 15 member states comprising the European Union prior to its expansion on May 1, 2004. 


The EU-15 is made up of the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, the Republic of Ireland, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom.


APHIS is proposing to place import prohibitions on all swine and swine products into the United States from any region in any member state of the EU-15 that has been quarantined by the EU due to an outbreak of classical swine fever (CSF).  Quarantined areas would be referred to as restricted zones and will not be defined in an interim rule.


This proposal will change the means by which restrictions are applied.  In addition, under the proposal, restrictions due to a CSF outbreak in the EU-15 would be implemented and released by an administrative process rather than a regulatory process.


In the case of an outbreak of CSF in domestic swine, the importation prohibitions would remain in effect for six months following the depopulation of swine and the cleaning and disinfection of the last infected premise in the restricted zone even if a veterinary authority of the EU-15 member state lifts its designation of the area as a restricted zone before the six months have elapsed.  Restrictions in place because of infected wild boar will mimic EU restrictions.


Following the six-month import prohibition, breeding swine and swine products may enter the United States if a veterinary official from the EU-15 member state certifies that all import prohibitions have been met.


These changes are necessary to help prevent the introduction of CSF into the United States while increasing our responsiveness to changes in the CSF situation in the EU. 


CSF is a highly contagious and fatal disease of swine.  It was eradicated from the United States in 1976 after a 16-year effort, at a cost of about $140 million to the USDA and individual
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states.  If CSF were reintroduced into the United States, it would cause major production losses and hamper U.S. pork exports. 


This proposed rule is published in the April 8 Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal Register are available on the internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.


Consideration will be given to comments received on or before June 7.    Send an original and three copies of postal or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. 02-046-1, Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to EDOCKET at http://www.epa.gov/feddocket, click on “View Open APHIS Dockets,” and locate agency Docket No. 02-046-1.


Comments are posted on the EDOCKET Web site and may be reviewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room please call (202) 690-2817.
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