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USDA OFFICIALS TO HOLD CREEPING BENTGRASS PUBLIC FORUMS

WASHINGTON, April 15, 2005—The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will host two public forums to accept public comments on a new variety of genetically engineered (GE) creeping bentgrass.  The public forums will be held  on May 3 at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center, Exhibition Hall, 7100 Connecticut Ave., Chevy Chase, Md., and on May 18 at the Oregon State University Conference Complex in Corvallis, Ore.  Each public forum will be held from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., local time.


APHIS’ biotechnology and regulatory services (BRS) program is preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) concerning a petition received from Monsanto Company and the Scott’s Company to grant non-regulated status to a new variety GE herbicide–tolerant creeping bentgrass.  If granted, the GE variety could be sold and grown in the U.S. without further BRS oversight.


The open forums provide an avenue to provide APHIS with public input on potential environmental impacts of herbicide-tolerant creeping bentgrass and on the scope of issues to be considered in the EIS.


APHIS will use the information contributed in the public forums in combination with collected scientific information and previous public comment as part of an in–depth analysis of the potential environmental issues associated with the GE variety.


Creeping bentgrass is a perennial turf grass used primarily on golf courses.  Through a joint venture, Monsanto and the Scott’s Company developed the GE creeping bentgrass to be resistant to the herbicide glyphosate.


BRS regulates the field release, importation and interstate movement of GE organisms such as plants, insects, microorganisms and any other organism that is known to be, or could be, a plant pest.  Through a strong regulatory framework, BRS thoroughly evaluates GE organisms to verify that they are as safe for agriculture and the environment as traditionally bred varieties, which have been the cornerstone of American agriculture.  For more information on APHIS’ biotechnology regulatory program, please visit www.usda.aphis.gov/brs.


Notice of the public forums was published in the April 11 Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal Register are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.
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Written statements related to the forum topic can be submitted at, before or after the forum.  Consideration will be given to comments received on or before June 1.  Send an original

and three copies of postal or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. 03-101-4, Regulatory

Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to EDOCKET at http://www.epa.gov/feddocket, click on “View Open APHIS Dockets,” and locate agency Docket No. 03-101-4.


Comments are posted on the EDOCKET Web site and may also be viewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room, please call (202) 690-2817. 

 #

Note to Reporters: USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Go to the APHIS home page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov and click on the “News” button.  Also, anyone with an e-mail address can sign up to receive APHIS press releases automatically.  Send an e-mail message to lyris@mdrdlyriss10.aphis.usda.gov

and leave the subject blank.  In the message, type

subscribe press_releases.

