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Plan for the Distribution of Chronic Wasting Disease 
Funding to State Wildlife Agencies

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

New funding of $4 million to assist State wildlife agencies in addressing chronic wasting disease (CWD) has recently been made available.  The amount of money available to each State has been determined by a formula developed in conjunction with the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  The formula establishes three tiers of States:  Tier 1 – States with known occurrences of CWD in free-ranging cervids as of March 1, 2003; Tier 2 – States adjacent to Tier 1 States or States with known CWD occurrences in farmed or captive cervids as of March 1, 2003; and Tier 3 – All other States.

The eight Tier 1 States (Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming) will divide $1.75 million with $750,000 designated for surveillance (collection and processing of samples, diagnostic laboratory costs, reporting results) and $1 million designated for other management activities (including but not limited to advanced planning, additional monitoring and surveillance, population reductions, carcass disposal, fencing, public education & information, etc.).  This makes each State eligible for $93,750 in surveillance funds and $125,000 in management funds for a total of $218,750.

The 14 Tier 2 States (Arizona, Idaho, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Texas) will divide $1 million in surveillance funds, making each State eligible for $71,248.  The 28 Tier 3 States will divide $1.25 million in surveillance funds, making each State eligible for $44,648. 

To apply for this funding, each State must submit management and surveillance plans detailing how the money will be spent.  Coordinated, science-based CWD plans can be tailored individually to meet the needs of State agencies.  Surveillance plans should include but are not limited to the following criteria: objective of surveillance; population/ subpopulation description(s) and the justification for defining populations/ subpopulations; number of animals to be sampled and tested in support of the objective; tissues and tests that will be utilized; approved laboratory that will be doing the testing; and a budget.  Management plans should include but are not limited to the following: management objectives; actions required to meet the objectives; methods to measure the success of management actions; and a budget. Once plans and budgets are approved, a cooperative agreement between the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and the State will be drawn up.  Cooperative agreements must be signed and the funds distributed prior to the end of fiscal year (FY) 2003.  Cooperative agreements will extend for one year from the signature date.

States in Tier 1 may elect to apply any or all of their surveillance funding, and States in Tiers 2 and 3 may elect to apply any or all of their funding, to the fee-basis purchasing of diagnostic laboratory testing.  In these instances, APHIS will pay the approved testing laboratory directly.  If all of a State’s funding is used in this way, a cooperative agreement is unnecessary, but the State will still be required to have an approved surveillance plan in place.
As continued funding in FY 2004 is uncertain, it is not recommended that any funding obtained in this program be designated for permanent positions.  Additional funds may become available near the end of FY 2003 for those States with the greatest need, or for those States whose tier status changes after March 1, 2003, if funds from this program remain unclaimed or unapproved.

Management plans, surveillance plans, and budgets should be submitted electronically to both Dr. Lynn Creekmore (Lynn.H.Creekmore@aphis.usda.gov) and Dr. Dean Goeldner (Dean.E.Goeldner@aphis.usda.gov).  If there are materials that cannot be submitted electronically, hard copies of management plans, surveillance plans, and budgets can be sent to:  CWD Management & Surveillance Plans, c/o: Mr. Eric Cline, National Center for Animal Health Programs, USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services, 4700 River Road, Unit 43, Riverdale, MD 20737.  All plans and budgets should be submitted as soon as possible, preferably by May 15, 2003, to expedite the distribution of funds.  However, all plans and budgets must be received no later than July 1, 2003.  Once plans and budgets have been approved, cooperative agreements will be administered through APHIS’ Eastern and Western Regional Offices in Raleigh, North Carolina and Fort Collins, Colorado.

For additional information, please contact Dr. Creekmore (970-266-6128) or Dr. Goeldner (301-734-4916).
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