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Methyl bromide fumigants, except those with “Q” labels, are subject to
requirements of the FIFRA Section 18 Quarantine Exemption. When
commodities intended for food or feed are fumigated with methyl
bromide under the FIFRA Section 18 Quarantine Exemption, one
additional EPA requirement must be met: PPQ must monitor aeration
by sampling the gas concentration to determine when a commodity
may be released.

samples of commodities for residue monitoring. However, if residue
monitoring becomes necessary, this section provides guidelines for
taking samples that will be used for monitoring fumigant residues.

Currently, Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) is not taking

In the past, PPQ used residue monitoring to comply with the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) guidelines for fumigation of
edible food or feed products conducted under a Section 18 Quarantine
Exemption. PPQ took and analyzed samples of fumigated
commodities, and they reported the resulting data yearly to EPA.
When a fumigation was conducted under a Section 18 Quarantine
Exemption, samples were taken only when the commodity would be
eaten by people or fed to animals. When the commodity would not be
used for food or feed, PPQ did not take samples.

For example, if thyme would be used as an herb and fumigated under
the schedule (T101-n-2), PPQ would sample the commodity because it
would be eaten. On the other hand, if that same thyme were treated
but imported as a cut flower, sampling would be unnecessary because
it would be used for decoration—not eating.
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