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CHAPTER 1.1.1.

DEFINITIONS

Article 1.1.1.1.

For the purpose of the Aguatic Code:

Aquatic animal carcass

means the entire body or patts bedy/terank of an aguatic animal subsequent to killing or
death.




Communication

means the discipline of informing, influencing, and motivating individual, institutional and
public audiences, preferably on the basis of interactive exchanges, about any issue falling
under the mandate of the OIE and the Competent Authority.

Composting
means decomposition of infected material by micro-organisms under aerobic conditions.

Crisis
means a time of great danger, difficulty or uncertainty when problems related to any issue
falling under the mandate of the OIE and the Competent Authority requires immediate

action.

Crisis Communication
means the process of providing information of a potentially incomplete nature within time
constraints that allows an individual, affected and/or interested parties, an entire
ommunity or the general public to_make best possible decisions and/or accept poli

decisions during a crisis.

Disposal
means reduction of aguatic animal carcasses to its constituent components and inactivation of
the pathogens of concern (e.g. by means of burial, chemical or thermal treatment.)

Disposal plant
means a plant approved by the Competent Authority for the disposal of aquatic animal carcasses

and waste thereof.

Ensiling
means the process of grinding the aguatic animal carcasses and reducing the pH in the mass by
adding an organic acid. The pH should sust be kept below 4.0 for the duration of the

process.

Fish products



High risk waste

means aguatic animals Ot aquatic animal carcasses, waste or offal that constitute, or are suspected
of constituting, a serious health risk to animals or humans. Waste that is not high risk waste is

considered of low risk.




Outbreak of disease

means the sudden as occurrence of disease in an aquatic animal population.

Outbreak communication
means the process of communicating in the event of an outbreaf. Outbreak communication

includes zotification.




Risk
means the likelihood of the occurrence and the likely magnitude of the consequences of an

adverse event to publicoaguaticaninad or terrestrial animal health inthesmportinsromntryr-dutinga
fed od. =

Risk analysis
means the final product of the comparing process after assigning weighted importance of the

identified risks and the risk assessment factors through risk communications to a identify the
most effective action choices.

Risk assessment
means the evaluation of the likelihood and et and the biological and economic
consequences of entry, establishment, or spread of a hbagard within the zerritory of an
importing conntry.

Risk communication
is the interactive exchange of information ea—+## and opinions throughout the risk analysis

process concerning risk, risk-related factors and risk perceptions among risk assessors, 7isk
managers, risk communicators, the general public and other interested parties.







Rationale: All definitions within the Code should be included in Chapter 1.1.1. The definitions in
Chapter X.X.X., Handling and Disposal of Carcasses and Wastes of Aquatic Animals, have been
incorporated into this Chapter.

Disposal - We do not believe there is sufficient evidence that burial inactivates all the
pathogens for OIE notifiable diseases and propose deletion of the word “burial.”

Risk analysis - is used in the definitions and context of other terms, but we felt a
distinction may be necessary.

Risk assessment - Because the OIE (and dictionaries and risk assessment experts) defines
risk as ““.. likelihood of the occurrence and the likely magnitude of the consequences ...,”
risk assessment should not be redefined as the alternative of likelihood or consequences.
Risk assessment must include both evaluations to avoid institution of severe risk
management measures that are based on only one criterion, impact or probability of
occurrence.



